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COUNTRY SECTION INTER~AMERICAN AFFAIRS 






CARIBBEAN LEADERS ON WORLD BANK, IMF AID 






FL062329 Bridgetown CANA in English 2250 GMT 6 Sep 82 





|By Ken Thomas} 





|Text} Toronto, Canada, 6 Sep (CANA)--Senior Trinidad and Tobago government 
officials chaired meetings with representatives of 24 developing countries to 
plan strategy for seeking increased aid at the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) meeting which opened here today. 









Trinidadian Minister in the Ministry of Finance Charles Jacelon headed a 
meeting of ministers of the World Bank while Central Bank Governor Victor 
Bruce chaired another closed door session involving the bank's deputy gov- 
ernors of the bank, 










In a brief comment, Jamaica's prime minister, one of five Caribbean leaders 
here, told CANA the major problem facing delegates was the question of ob- 
taining economic adjustment without stagnation in growth. 







He said the poorer countries require an element of economic growth to sus- 
tain them, otherwise stagnation would cause their economies to collapse. 












Prime Minister Seaga and Barbados leader Tom Adams will be making important 
speeches here. They are joined by Cominica's Mary Eugenia Charles, Milton 
Cato of St Vincent and the Grenadines and Belizean Prime Minister George 
Price. 


Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau today welcomed financial officials 
from more than 140 countries to the four-day meeting with a plea for unity 
in trying to solve the world's economic problems. 





Meanwhile, some Caribbean leaders have been addressing nationals in Toronto 
on issues tacing their respective countries. 


Dominica's Prime Minister Charles told a large gathering at the Caribbean 


catholic church she would welcome nationalis who returned home with skills or 
expertise. "Don't come home empty handed," she told the West Indians. 


CSO: 3025/1148 














COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


ACP'S ODONGO PROPOSES CARIBBEAN-AFRICA TRADE 
FL231625 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 19 Aug 82 p 1 
[By Natasha Chea] 


[Excerpt] Caribbean countries, including the Bahamas should develop "direct 
export links" with African countries to expand their trade, and lessen 
Africa's buying cost of African, Caribbean and Pacific products. 


This proposal was made by Mr Okelo Odongo, secretary-general of the ACP group 
of states, in an interview with THE TRIBUNE Tuesday. 


"There is room for the Bahamas exporting its rum directly to African countries, 
instead of the African countries getting the rum from Europe. The rum should 
be sent directly to the ACP countries because it will be cheaper and it will 
expand the Bahamas’ rum trade," said Mr Odongo. 


"Goods from other Caribbean countries like Jamaica, Barbados and Trinidad 
and Tobago, bypass African countries for Europe. Ships could stop there.... 
These goods all have potentiai in African countries," he said. 


Mr Odongo also said that there is potential for co-operation between the 
Bahamas and many of the African countries, "in the exchange of ideas, tech- 
nology and particularly, in the area of tourism." 


Mr Odongo's visit to the Bahamas is a part of his first Caribbean meeting 
tour to discuss ACP-EEC matters. Before coming to Nassau Sunday, he went 
to Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados. [passage omitted] 


CSO: 3025/1140 

















CHILE 
COUNTRY SECTION 


GDR WEEKLY INTERVIEW WITH PR'S ANSELMO SULE 
East Berlin HORIZONT in German 19 Jul 82 p 10 


[Interview with Anselmo Sule, first secretary of the CPR (Radical Party of 
Chile) by Hans-Peter Schubaerth of HORIZONT] 


[Text] [Question] The so-called neoliberalist economic model has failed in 
Chile. The consequences of the deep crisis are--as always in capitalism--put 
on the shoulders of the working population. What is the current situation of 
the working people in the country? 


[Answer] It is evident that the economic model of the current economic advisor 
of the Reagan administration, Milton Friedman, introduced after the 1973 mili- 
tary coup, has led to a deep crisis in Chile. This economic concept, which 
as one knows is oriented to the absolute capitalist "freedom" of the market, 
combined with drastic reductions in social welfare, has made the rich still 
richer and the poor still poorer. It guarantees to domestic and foreign mono- 
polies, mainly to the U.S. multinationals, fat profits while it throws the 
working people into still deeper misery. And that had of course been the purpose 
of the bloody coup. The generals! clique was brought to power through the coup 
so that the implacable despoliation of Chile and the boundless exploitation of 
its working people's labor capacity could keep pace without constraints. 


The working people face an extremely bad situation. In view of the fact that 
labor productivity is declining, the regime intends to enforce extensive wage 
reductions. ‘They are to come to 10 percent or, as recently announced by Gaston 
Frez, chief of the organization for the economy and planning, to as much as 

20 percent in some areas. It is characteristic of this situation that the 
workers are now striking not for higher wages but against the reductions. 


Officially, Chile now has a 20 percent unemployment. We know the real percentage 
is much higher because part-time and temporary workers are not taken into account 
in the government statistics. Let me give you some examples of how drastic un- 
employment is in the construction sector. Between January and April this year 
alone, 80.2 percent of the people working in that sector lost their jobs. In 
Arica Province, e.g., there were still 2,125 construction workers on the job in 
1980. Today there are only 225. 














Things are similar in copper mining, agriculture and other production branches. 
At the same time, the regime uses the increasing unemployment as pressure, as 
reprisal, to weaken the fighting strength of the worxing people. I like to 
mention in this connection that during the tenure of Dr Salvador Allende's 
government we had succeeded in reducing unemployment to 3.8 percent. 


Another example: For baking bread in Chile, 80 percent of the grain needed for 
it has to be imported today. Under the Unidad Popular government, it was only 
30 percent. All that--and other examples could be adduced--makes clear that 
the most implacable and brutal economic model in the history of our country is 
being practiced against the people. The effects of the crisis are rolled over 
onto the people. The economy is approaching an inflationary spiral which soon 
will be out of control. And there is nothing but pure cynicism to the well 
known remark by M. Friedman, that his model did not function in Chile only 
because it was made for a democracy. The aim of the anti-dictatorial forces 
must, among other things, be to prevent further economic aid for Pinochet with 
the help of international organs, because impecialism keeps supporting the anti- 
people's regime as before. 


[Question] In the first 6 months this year, according to the Chilean Human 
Rights Commission, 887 people were arrested, 223 more than in the same period 
last year. Why is the dictatorship again intensifying its reprisals? 


[Answer] The dictatorship is neofascist in character. The whole information 
and education policy, all culture, in short all public life is focused on pre- 
serving this system. To react to difficulties, the military have two alter- 
natives: they can provide a political opening or increase the pressure and re- 
pressions. I think the regime prefers the second alternative, and this in a 
most cunning and despicable way. Persons in political disgrace are no longer 
abducted to unknown destinations, they are "only" arrested for a certain time 
and, during their arrest, subjected to a whole arsenal of psychological and 
physical torment. The spectrum ranges from emotional wear down methods all 
the way to physical torture. People are laid off, their children barred from 
school, people are banished and exiled. CNI, the intelligence service, has a 
sophisticated system by which to shut up political enemies. 


Officially it is said that the activities of the security organs were "aimed 
at persecuting terrorists.'' That would then make the majority of the Chilean 
people terrorists. No, the reason for the resurgence of terror lies in the 
resistance from the workers class and the youth and women's movement. The 
Chilean people does not yield to dictatorship. But whenever resistance becomes 
too hazardous to the dictatorship, it resorts to brute force. We ought in this 
connection to recall the sneaky assassination of trade union leader Tucapel 
Jimenez in February this year, who was killed because he had succeeded in 
reaching accords on certain joint actions with various public forces. 





[Question] How do you rate the recent meeting of Chilean leftist parties in 
Mexico with regard to a united action of all democratic forces? 


[Answer] We are satisfied with the results of the Mexico meeting, especially 
because the idea of unity among all leftist parties on the basis of equality 








prevailed there. We remain independent parties; differences of opinion on 
various matters have to be discussed. We are united by the firm intent to 
achieve the necessary degree of union to be better able than we have been to 
fight for the freedom and independence of Chile. Forging a unity of action 

of all democratic forces remains a priority. We hope to be able sooner or later 
to form a broad democratic anti-dictatorial front together with the Christian 
Democrats. 


Vivid evidence for the will for unity among all leftist forces came from the 
most recent CPR Congress, held recently under the complicated conditions of 
illegality in Chile. Delegates from all provinces and from abroad and repre- 
sentatives of all leftist parties unanimously espoused the goal to unite all 
enemies of the dictatorship and oust the tyranny. Also the fact that the CPR 
at the meeting in Mexico referred to was chosen the coordinator of the leftist 
parties' activities inspires us in this struggle. 


We are perfectly aware the struggle for unity is a complicated process. To 
return once more to the alliance desired between the leftist parties and the 
Christian Democrats: This development is ripening, and we shall do what we 

can to accelerate the ripening process. The focus is placed on joint operations 
in which we have to seek solutions that surpass party structures. Due to the 
fact that there are already joint operations at the mass base, prospects are 
encouraging in this matter. 


[Question] The so-called Santa Fe paper sets down the principles of Reagan's 
Latin America policy. How do you judge the current application of this re- 
actionary concept of U.S. imperialism as it opposes the progress on the con- 
tinent? 


[Answer] U.S. imperialism pursues a downright Machiavellian plan to stop the 
development and maturation of the people's movement in Latin America. That 
becomes most conspicuous right now in El Salvador, Guatemala, Chile and other 
countries on the continent where there now are dicatatorial regimes. All 
democratic movements in the world have to support the liberation struggle in 
these countries! The situation in Central America is critical, and great 
vigilance is needed to avoid an internationalization of the conflict, especially 
since the current U.S. policy has blinders on. But we must not forget the 
enemy is very powerful. The United States is giving open support to the re- 
actionary regimes--e.g. to Chile. 


A few days ago, free Nicaragua commemorated the third anniversary of the vic- 
tory over the Somoza dictatorship. Since that bloody regime was crushed, the 
Nicaraguan people has heroically been working on setting up a new social order. 
We admire Nicaragua's role in the anti-imperialist struggle and the elan of 
the people in creating a social system marked by democracy and freedom in 
Central America. 


We seek peaceful solutions for conflicts. That, with regard to the entire 
international situation. All peoples hope for surmounting the exacerbation of 
the international situation, because they do not care for a third world war, 
which mankind would not survive. 


5885 
CSO: 3103/653 














COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


LAZO REVIEWS MATANZAS ECONOMIC SITUATION 
FL062000 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1805 GMT 6 Sep 82 


[Text] Esteban Lazo Hernandez, alternate member of Cuba's Communist Party 
Central Committee and first party secretary in Matanzas Province, has re- 
ported that the Matanzas" production program was fulfilled by the end of 
August. 


Lazo analyzed the economic situation at the previncial level during a plenum 
meeting in which directors of those provincial enterprises that were unable 

to meet their quotas briefed the meeting on the causes for these difficulties 
and the steps that will be taken to overcome them. 


The party leader noted that the quotas that were overfulfilled during the first 
3 months of the year compensated for the production deficits that large enter- 
prises, particularly in the industrial sector, recorded in the last 4 months 

of the year. Moreover, he said that for the time being Matanzas is complying 
with its economic program. 


Regarding the economic difficulties the country is experiencing, Lazo noted 
that although Matanzas is not in a critical economic situation, it is not as 
advantageous as in past years. 


Speaking during the economic plenum, Esteban Lazo noted the success of the 
plan aimed at savii 3 financial resources [Plan Caja] since only 1 million pesos 
were spent of the 15-million peso program. He added that this was due to the 
increase in sales of industrial products and foodstuffs and in savings. 


Lazo also said it was necessary to increase the marginal industrial production 
as a means to achieve financial balance and meet the needs of the people. He 
also talked about preparations being made for the next sugar harvest and the 
need for economic institutions to help in the military training of their work- 
ers so as to strengthen the defense of the fatherland. 


CSO: 3010/2284 





COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ROSALES DEL TORO ANNIVERSARY OF CIENFUEGOS UPRISING 
FL061949 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 6 Sep 82 


[Excerpt] The main commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Day of the 
Revolutionary Navy on 5 September and the presentation of combat flags to the 
first division of the territorial militias of Cienfuegos Province took place 
in the city of Cienfuegos and was attended by thousands of people. The cere- 
mony was preceded by a pilgrimage to the mausoleum holding the remains of the 
martyrs of the Cienfuegos uprising in the Tomas Acea Cementary as well as a 
symbolic assault of the various historic places related to that historic 
event. [passage omitted] 


The closing remarks of the ceremony were made by Div Gen Ulises Rosales Del 
Toro, member of Cuba's Communist Party |PCC2 Central Committee, first deputy 
minister of the Revolutionary Armed Forces [FAR] and chief of general staff, 
who, referring to the historic significance of 5 September, noted: [Begin 
Rosales Del Toro recording] When those events took place, Cienfuegos had 
already become one of the more important cities in the southern part of the 
country. In the past 25 years, the pearl of the south [Cienfuegos City] 

has become a young and thriving province, whose progress is an important 
part in the country's development because of the industrial projects and 
energy-producing centers located in it. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Elsewhere in his speech, Rosales Del Toro stressed that imperialism does not 
let the opportunity slip by without accusing our country of being a threat 

to neighboring countries. Fortunately, he asserted, history is more eloquent 
than the propaganda campaign, and life itself has provided new and most con- 
clusive proof as to who is a real danger for the independence and sovereignty 
of the continent's peoples, who from experience have learned how to distinguish 
their friends and what they can expect from imperialism. 


[Begin Rosales Del Toro recording] Together with the British and Argentine 
men-of-war, the sophisms of pan-Americanism, the high hemispheric solidarity 
and the system of collective security [words indistinct] were sunk in the 
south Atlantic. At the same time this revealed that the U.S. protective 
umbrella is nothing else but a chain tying the destiny of our peoples to the 
imperialist conveniences, to the Monroe Doctrine and to the belief that the 
seas in the area are U.S. lakes. [end recording] 











Referring to the arrogant and contemptuous position which characterizes the 
present Yankee administration, General Rosales Del Toro stated: [begin 
recording] One of the most blatant and dangerous aggressions undertaken by 
Yankee imperialism against Cuba is the decision to install a powerful radio 
station for the purpose of broadcasting diversionary information against our 
country. The government of a great superpower, with absolute disdain for all 
legal norms, trampling on the rights of others and refusing to listen to public 
opinion, ignores our sovereignty and submits to public debate in the U.S. 
Senate the presidential decision for such a wild plan. Added to this we now 
have the Symms Amendment, a true imperialist letter of marque being granted 
to the fascist hierarchy governing in the United States. 


Our people, who wish to achieve a state of coexistence and is ready to do so, 
has a legal and moral obligation to adopt all measures at hand for the purposes 
of opposing that nostile policy because, otherwise, the alternative is to de- 
fend itself in all fields. In the first place is the defense of the country 
which is why military training is necessary as well as the constant improve- 
ment of the armed forces, the reserves and the continued strengthening of the 
territorial militias of which [words indistinct] [end recording] 


The first deputy FAR minister said in closing: [begin recording] Today, 

day of the Revolutionary Navy, we wish to convey to the gallant defenders of 
our maritime frontiers the warmest greetings of all the people, the FAR com- 
batants, the FAR minister and, especially, the commander in chief. [applause] 
[end recording] 


The ceremony was chaired by PCC Politburo members Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, 


Julio Camacho Aguilera and Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado as well as relatives of 
the martyrs of the 5 September 1957 uprising. 


CSO: 3010/2284 

















COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADOR TO BANGLADESH--The Cuban State Council has appointed Jose Perez 
Novoa ambassador extraordinary and pienipotentiary to the Peopie's Republic 
of Bangladesh. He wiil be stationed in New Delhi, india, wnere he is aiso 
the Cuban Ambassador. |Textj [PA271629 Havana International Service in 
Spanish 1800 GMT 21 Aug 82] 


INDUSTRIAL WORKS EMULATION EVALUATION--Politburo member Jorge Risquet has 
presided over the second national evaluation of the industrial works special 
emulation conducted by the Ministry of Construction and the National Construc- 
tion Workers Union. The evaluation, which took place in Cienfuegos where an 
oil refinery is under construction, had some 200 construction workers from 
all over the country in attendance. The winners for the second quarter of the 
year were announced there. [Excerpt] [FL281/00 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1000 GMT 28 Aug 82] 





MEDICAL STUDENTS GRADUATE--Politburo member Pedro Miret presided over the 
graduation ceremonies held yesterday at Lazaro Pena Theater for the 25th 
anniversary of 13 March class numbering 503 doctors and 48 male nurses. Dur- 
ing the ceremony it was announced that among “he graduates there were 73 
scholarship students from Asia, Africa and Latin America who will put their 
training to use in the service of their people. [Text] [FL281700 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 28 Aug 82] 


ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO CUBA--Oscar Fernandez Mell, member of the Central Com- 
mittee and president of the Havana City Provincial Assembly of the People's 
Government, has received Salvatore Porcari Li Destri, Italian ambassador to 
Cuba, at the Provincial Assembly's main offices. Fernandez Mell reviewed the 
ongoing work to compile documentation regarding Giuseppe Garibaldi's life in 
Cuba, The documentation is to be donated to the Italian Government. [Text] 
[FL272300 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 27 Aug 82] 


NICKEL PLANT MODERNIZATION--It has been learned that to date more than 85 
million pesos have been invested in the rehabilitation and modernization of 
the Commander Pedro Soto Alvarez Nickel Plant. This project, under way since 
1977, has been undertaken with the Soviet Union's cooperation. The budget ap- 
proved for the rehabilitation and modernization program will permit the im- 
portant nickel industry to increase its production capacity by several thousand 
tons. The total budget amounts to more than 108 million pesos. [Text] 

| FL311430 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1045 GMT 31 Aug 82] 
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DOMINICAN STUDENT LEADER VISITS--(Ponofre Rojas), president of the Federation 
of Dominican Students, is paying a visit to Cuba at the invitation of the 
Continental Organization of Latin American Students (OCLAE) permanent secre- 
tariat. The student leader will hold discussions in Havana with OCLAE members 
to exchange notes and views regarding the common, solidarity and anti-imperial- 
ist work of the Latin America and Caribbean student movement to confront the 
region's critical situation created by the Yankee administration. During his 
stay in Cuba, (Rojas) will also meet with members of the Federation of Uni- 
versity Students, the Union of Young Communists and other institutions. [Text] 
|FL272300 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2130 GMT 27 Aug 82] 


NATIONAL ARTS DELEGATION ARRIVAL--Jacinto Viamontes, Cuba's secretary general 
of the National Arts and Show Business Workers Union, and Roberto Diaz, (vice 
president for television of the Cuban Institute of Radio and Television}, 
have returned from Buenos Aires where they attended the fourth congress of 
the Latin American Group of Actors, BLADA, which elected Cuba's National Arts 
and Show Business Workers Union as a member of the organization's executive 
board. During their stay in Buenos Aires, Jacinto Viamontes and Roberto Diaz 
also attended the Latin American Graphic Industries Conference which was also 
being held in that capital city. Moreover, on their way to Argentina, the 
Cuban delegates made a stop over in Mexico where they met with Mexican union 
representatives. [Text] [FL312030 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 

2017 GMT 30 Aug 82] 





ETHIOPIANS STUDY IN CUBA--A group of Ethiopian students, children of martyrs 
of the Ethiopian socialist revolution, left Addis Ababa today for Cuba to 
carry out their studies. The group of Ethiopian students is made up of 141 
children selected by the defense and interior ministries from the 14 
Ethiopian regions. Before their departure, Kassa Kedebe, the Ethiopian 
Labor and Social Affairs Minister, urged them to always follow their parents’ 
example throughout their lives and particularly during their stay in Cuba. 
The minister noted that with these new scholarships, there are now a total 

of 2,700 Ethiopian children studying in Cuba, [Text] [FLO32230 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 3 Sep 82] 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER IN MANAGUA--Our country is coming to the 18th FAO meet- 
ing to work and to cooperate in the search for solutions to the serious prob- 
lem of food in the underdeveloped world. This statement was made on arrival 
in Managua by Arnaldo Milian Castro, member of the Politburo and Agriculture 
Minister of Cuba, who is heading our country's delegation to the meeting open- 
ing today. The agriculture minister spoke of the many plagues and diseases 
that have severely affected and are still affecting the region, and noted that 
Cuba had to face swine fever, sugarcane rust and tobacco blue mold in the last 
decade. Milian Castro said that these diseases did not show up on their own 
and that the hand of the United States was behind many of them. [Text] 
[FL061220 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1136 GMT 6 Sep 82] 


10 

















CUBAN-ALGERIAN TRADE DISCUSSED--Cuban Vice Minister of Foreign Trade Manuel 
Estefania has been received in Algiers by Ali O'Bouzar, the Algerian secre- 
tary of state for foreign trade. They assessed trade between the two countries 
and discussed ways and means to strengthen it. Several Algerian officials 
visited the Cuban Pavillion on Cuban Day at the 18th [as heard] International 
Fair in Algiers. [Text] [FL061446 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1406 GMT 
6 Sep 82] 


ANILLO, MARCHUK DISCUSS COOPERATION--Guriy Marchuk, deputy chairman of the USSR 
Council of Ministers, and Rene Anillo Capote, Cuban ambassador to the USSR, 
held today a meeting during which they discussed issues pertaining to bilateral 
cooper:ition. Marchuk, who is also chairman of the state committee for science 
and technology, and the Cuban ambassador met at the Soviet committee's head- 
quarters to talk about bilateral cooperation in this area. |Text); |FLO70100 
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 7 Sep 82] 


CSO: 3010/2284 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


DLMA REACTS STRONGLY TO U.S. ENVOY'S REMARKS 
FLO71642 Bridgetown CANA in English 1624 GMT 7 Sep 82 


[Text] Roseau, Dominica, 7 Sep (CANA)--The small left-wing Dominica Liber- 
ation Movement Alliance (DLMA) has charged that the United States-sponsored 
Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) will serve to smash local business potential 
and clear the way for foreign penetration of this country's economy. 


The alliance was reacting to a statement by U.S. ambassador to Barbados and 
the windward islands, Mr Milan Bish, that a recent U.S. grant for road re- 
habilitation in Dominica was a strong and tangible vote of confidence in 

the "positive steps which are being taken by the Freedom Party Government to 
improve the well being of Dominica and Dominicans." 


In a statement issued today, it termed the ambassador's statement as "gross 
foolishness," adding, "our party takes the position that two years of Freedom 
Party rule have brought, not an improvement in the well being of our people, 
but a drastic fall in the standard of living." 


The alliance claimed that unemployment had risen, wages had been kept down 
and almost every sector of the economy had shown a decline. 


It added that the government of Prime Minister Eugenia Charles, through its 
free enterprise system, had placed the island "right into the jaws of United 
States imperialism." 

The DLMA went on: "The Caribbean Basin Plan (CBI), initiated by the Americans, 


will serve to smash local business potential and clear the way for foreign 
penetration of our economy." 


CSO: 3025/1147 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


TERRORISM CHARGES WITHDRAWN AGAINST TWO LOCALS 
FL061506 Bridgetown CANA in English 1455 GMT 6 Sep 82 


[Text] Roseau, Dominica, 6 Sep (CANA)--Police today withdraw charges against 
two men charged under Dominica's terrorist act following the abortive attempt 
last December by a group of armed masked men to take over police headquarters 
and the main prison. 


Newly-appointed Solicitor-General Sylvia Bertrand told the court today that 
she was withdrawing the case against the two men. 


Hotelier Julian Giraud and civilian Percival Peter had been charged by the 
police under the terrorist act of making available their vehicle to a group 
of armed men knowing that it would have been used in acts of terrorism. 


Miss Bertrand did not inform the court as to the reasons why the cases against 
the men were being withdrawn. 


"I am withdrawing the cases against both accused," she said. 


The defence lawyer for Giraud, Sierra Leone-born queen counsel Berthan 
Macaulay, sought to get the court's permission to instruct that the passport 
of his client be returned to him since the matter against him had been with- 
drawn. 


Miss Bertrand however told the court that the passports were the property of 
the police commissioner and that any move to get them back rested solely with 
the police. 


Mr Lordrick Osbourne, the presiding magistrate, said: "All restrictions of the 
passport with regards to this case, that order is recinded" but added "If the 
police wants to hold the passport they will have to hold it on another matter." 


Police commissioner Ensley Pierre said he could offer no comments on the situ- 
ation "at this stage." 


CSO; 3025/1147 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


64 MILLION PESO DEFICIT--The government deficit during the first seven months 
of this year amounts to 64,137,000 pesos, according to an official government 
report. The report prepared by the government's budget office was announced 
yesterday by Hatuey de Camps, secretary of state of the presidency. [Text] 
[FL311715 Santo Domingo Radio MIL Network in Spanish 1000 GMT 31 Aug 82] 


PRESIDENT MEETS UNION LEADERS--Dominican President Salvador Jorge Blanco held 
a meeting Saturday night with the top union leaders of the country at the 
main office of the National Palace. The union leaders expressed their op- 
position to a bill which seeks to freeze and cut the wages and salaries of 
public officials and employees. President Jorge Blanco promised to hear 
them out and provide a prompt reply to their objections. [Text] [FL311715 
Santo Domingo Radio MIL Network in Spanish 1000 GMT 31 Aug 82] 


PESO DEVALUATION DENIED--Bernardo Vega, president of the Central Bank, has 
assured that there will be no devaluation of the peso. Vega said that 
President Salvador Jorge Blanco had been firm in his inauguration speech 

of 16 August when he pointed out that under no circumstances would bills, 
aimed at devaluating the peso, be submitted to congress. He said measures 
have been announced aimed at protecting the national currency, such as the ban 
on imports valued at more than $100 million and a general tax of 10 percent 

ad valorem designed to discourage imports. He also referred to a bill requir- 
ing that import taxes be paid at the time the merchandise is ordered, also 
aimed at discouraging imports. [Text] [FL311715 Santo Domingo Radio MIL 
Network in Spanish 1000 GMT 31 Aug 82] 


AMBASSADORS PRESENT CREDENTIALS--In separate ceremonies, President Salvador 
Jorge Blanco and his cabinet officers today will receive the credentials of 
Israeli Ambassador (Mordekay David Palsurgo) and Honduran Ambassador Roberto 
Mejia Duron, who will represent their countries in the Dominican Republic. 
[Text] [FLO11600 Santo Domingo Radio Commercial Network in Spanish 0930 GMT 
1 Sep 82] 


FARMERS CALL ON PRESIDENT--The Federation of Hatillo Farmers tias called on 





President Salvador Jorge Blanco to fulfill the agreements made with the adminis-— 


tration of former President Antonio Guzman. The farmer organization said the 
administration had promised to pay & million pesos in monthly installments of 
400,000 pesos and the government had failed to make payments during the last 
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(76) months. Moreover, the organization charged that the Dominican Agrarian 
Institute had failed to get the necessary lands to resettle the farmers dis- 
possessed by the [building of the] Hatillo Dam. [Text] [FLO11600 Santo 
Domingo Radio Commercial Network in Spanish 0930 GMT 1 Sep 82] 


SELA PERMANENT SECRETARY--Caracas, 24 Aug (LATIN-REUTER)--Dominican Homero 
Luis Hernandez Sanchez was unanimously elected SELA permanent assistant secre- 
tary today. He will replace Costa Rican Ambassador Fernando Berrocal Soto, 
who resigned some time ago to take a post in his country's cabinet. [Text] 
[PA271634 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 2221 GMT 24 Aug 82] 


CSO: 3010/2268 

















COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


TEACHERS REJECT NEW GOVERNMENT MEASURES 
PA042019 Quito Voz de Los Andes in Spanish 2330 GMT 3 Sep 82 


[Text] According to a press bulletin issued by the National Union of 
Teachers [UNE], Oswaldo Hurtado Larrea's Popular Democratic Government 
continues to implement a series of unpopular measures that affect teach- 
ers, workers, peasants and employees on a fixed salary. These economic 
measures hinder the normal development of the teaching process, aggravate 
infant malnutrition and increase the percentage of school dropouts. 


Lately, the transportation monopolies are entering into agreements with the 
government to establish new increases in urban and interprovincial fares in 
exchange for an unconditional approval of a gasoline price hike to become 
effective in January 1983. An increase in transportation fares and gasoline 
prices will result in an increase in the hunger, misery and unemployment al- 
ready afflicting the poor sectors. 


Therefore, the teachers added that they firmly reject these new measures 

and insist on the need to immediately import many buses in order to have 
urban and interprovincial transportation at popular prices, to establish 
state-run outlets to distribute lubricants, spare parts and accessories for 
cars at cost prices. These measures would [words indistinct] the cligarchs 
of the transportation sector who own large spare parts stores and who profit 
from the people's needs. 


The UNE national executive committee also proposes the solutions to these 
problems which, if ignored will prompt the people's justified rage, their 
organized mobilization in the streets and their active participation ina 
nationwide strike that is being planned by factory unions and rural associ- 
ations for 22 and 23 September. 


CSO: 3010/2266 
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COUNTRY SECTION ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


LOAN TO GOVERNMENT CRITICIZED--Abdala Bucaram Ortiz, supreme director of the 
Ecuadorean Roldosist Movement [Movimiento Roldosista Ecuatoriano], has 
charged that the $1 billion loan that the Ecuadorean Government will obtain 
to refinance the country's foreign debt was agreed upon by President Oswaldo 
Hurtado with Ricardo Crespo, ambassador to the United States, and well- 
known businessman (Luis Moboa Naranjo). The top Roldosist leader explained 
that he disclosed this on the night of 13 August in his usual radio appear- 
ance. He indicated that links between the International Christian Democratic 
Oligarchy and the Ecuadorean Oligarchy are being established. [Text] 
[PA060121 Quito Voz de Los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 4 Sep 82] 


CSO: 3010/2266 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


UNIVERSITY IN EXILE--Mexico City--The University of El Salvador in Exile has 
been inaugurated. This event took place in the framework of the first Latin 
American meeting of scientific historians. The University of El Salvador in 
Exile will operate at the Mexican University of (Puebla). The University of 
El Salvador in Exile was created after a worldwide campaign calling for the 
registration of students who in addition to forming part of the university 
will be a part of a protest mobilization against the Salvadoran military 
regime. [Text] [PA292156 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 

27 Aug 82] 


CSO: 3010/2263 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


LOCAL COORDINATION BOARD--A board to coordinate state institutions in Peten 
was recently created to promote development and solve local problems in that 
city, mainly in the areas of agriculture, education, public health, social 
work and security, communications and public works. The board will include 
Julio Edmundo Rosado Pinelo, president; Carlos Humberto Ayala Pinelo, vice 
president; and Rene Ozaeta Castellanos, secretary. Other members will be 
Valentin del Valle Gongora, Francisco Miguel Boburg, Dr Victor Manuel Calderon, 
Carlos Emilio Aguilar Pulido, Alfredo Chaluleu, Roberto Palomo, and Edgar 
Inocente Mendoza Castellanos. [Text] [PA290138 Guatemala City DIARIO DE 
CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 11 Aug 82 p 5] 





NEW AGRARIAN INSTITUTE PRESIDENT--Col Mauricio Rolando Izquierdo Gudiel has 
been appointed the new president of the National Agrarian Transformation In- 
stitute. [Text] [PA290138 Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in 
Spanish 12 Aug 82 p 2] 





CANADIAN DEVELOPMENT AID--This week and next week the Canadian Embassy in 
Guatemala will deliver checks totaling 94,310.84 quetzales in aid to cover 14 
approved development projects. [Text] [PA290138 Guatemala City DIARIO DE 
CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 13 Aug 82 p 3] 


COFFEE PRODUCERS DECLARATION--Guatemala has joined other Latin American and 
African coffee-producing countries in signing a joint declaration in which 
they pledge to improve the market price of coffee. The declaration was 
signed in Bogota when representatives of the countries involved met for the 
inauguration of Colombian President Belisario Betancur. [Text] [PA290138 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 11 Aug 82 p 2] 


CSO: 3010/2247 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


U.S. POLICY CRITICIZED--U.S. imperialism is the major hurdle on the path to 
peace, security and social progress, according to the final document released 
by the plenum of Guyana's People's Progressive Party [PPP], which recently 
ended in that Caribbean country. The communique warns that the U.S. foreign 
policy's militaristic course can only lead to the emergency of new areas of 
world tension, This, in turn, poses a threat to world peace, The PPP also 
condemns the United States and the economic-financial organizations it con- 
trols, which are applying pressure to the Guyanese Government in order to 
protect their own interests in that nation. Finally, the document notes that 
the PPP Central Committee Plenum has confirmed Cheddi Jagan in the post of 


secretary general, [Text] [PA072147 Havana International Service in Spanish 
1800 GMT 7 Sep 82] 


csO: 3010/2283 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PAJ PRESIDENT REELECTED, HITS SEAGA GOVERNMENT 
FL062150 Bridgetown CANA in English 2103 GMT 6 Sep 82 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 6 Sep (CANA)--The president of the Press Associ- 
ation of Jamaica (PAJ), Ben Brodie, has warned of efforts to create divisions 
among local journalists which, he said, would increase as the administration 
of Prime Minister Edward Seaga sought to gain tighter control of the mass 
media here. 


Addressing the association's annual general meeting last night, at which he 
barely managed to retain the presidency, Mr Brodie also charged that attempts 
were being made to return Jamaica to what he termed "press release and pro- 
motional journalism." 


Mr Brodies' near defeat by two votes after 4 years in the post was seen by 
his critics as a determined effort to correct the present leftwing image of 
the PAJ and restore the organisation's credibility. 


Mr Brodie, however, told the meeting that the allegation had "no base in fact," 
claiming that the notion had emerged from and was promoted by the local media 
bosses, 

Members of the administration and managers have been critical of the PAJ whose 


critics say it supports the policies of the former socialist government headed 
by opposition leader Michael Manley. 


CSO: 3025/1146 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


MANLEY SAYS PNP WILL RETURN TO POWER IN 1985 

FL062145 Bridgetown CANA in English 2100 GMT 6 Sep 82 

[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 6 Sep (CANA)--Jamaica's opposition leader Michael 
Manley has predicted that his People's National Party (PNP) will be back in 
power in 1985. 


"Tn 1985 we will resume our rightful place as the government of Jamaica," 
Mr Manley told a constituency conference of his party yesterday, adding: 


"When we get back in power we will have a tremendous job to perform." 


The PNP lost power to the JLP [Jamaican Labor Party] in the October 1980 
general election after serving for two five-year terms. 


The former prime minister based his optimism on his feeling that the govern- 
ment was not delivering what it promised in the 1980 election campaign. 


However, Mr Manley and his party say that the Seaga administration's claim that 
they have brought about some economic recovery here remains an illusion, with 
the major areas of production down and external borrowing on the increase. 


While the pro-western JLP had criticised his socialist administration for its 
foreign borrowing, the present administration was borrowing more, Manley said. 


He also pointed to what he called a lack of consistency in the Seaga govern- 
ment's policy stating that its declared policy was to divest state firms and 


hand them over to private enterprise. 


"The JLP is divesting with one hand while buying companies with the other," 
Mr Manley said. 


While a few hotels had been leased, the government had taken over others, 
bought out a Montego free zone in western Jamaica and was not negotiating for 
the possible acquisition of the ESSO oil refinery here, he added. 


CSO: 3025/1146 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PNP TELLS COMMUNISTS TO 'STAY OUTSIDE PARTY' 
FLO71800 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 2 Sep 82 p 2 


[Excerpt] The chairman of the People's National Party, Mr Dudley Thompson, on 
Sunday challenged persons who are communists to join the communist's party 

and not to ride on the back of the PNP while having a different ideological 
stance. 


He was speaking at the north-west St Andrew constituency conference at the 
Constant Spring All Age School. Mr Thompson said that if one was unsure of 
whether one were communist or PNP he should stay outside the party until he 
was clear of his ideological position as the PNP was definitely not a com- 
munist organization, 


Mr Thompson also spoke of the need for fundamental changes in Jamaica's 
Constitution so that power will rest in the hands of the people. What was 
needed, Mr Thompson said, was “real change" to deal with the corruption 
evident in the society. 


According to him some people had turned to underhanded methods of making a 
livelihood because they had no legitimate work and that was the only way of 
sustaining themselves. 


Earlier Mr Thompson called for unity and patriotism among Jamaicans. 'Neither 
the PNP nor the ILP can lead the country out of the trouble unless the masses 
unite in patriotism" he said. Patriotism he stressed must mean that the 
country belonged to the people who should be prepared to work for its de- 
velopment. He also said it was senseless for working class people to fight 
amongst themselves because of political differences. [passage omitted] 


CSO: 3025/1146 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMATCA 


GOVERNMENT REPORTEDLY TO BUY ESSO REFINERY 
FLO32122 Bridgetown CANA in English 1927 GMT 3 Sep 82 


[Excerpts] Kingston, Jamaica, 3 Sep (CANA)--The Jamaica press today reported 
that government had agreed to purchase the North American-owned ESSO oil 
refinery here, 


The DAILY NEWS said an agreement to purchase had been concluded and was only 
left to be announced, and the GLEANER reported that ESSO was asking 40 mil- 
lion dollars (U.S.) for the 26,000 barrels-a-day plant. 


ESSO and government officials were unavailable to confirm or deny the asser- 
tions. 


The press and radio both claimed the government was considering approaching 
oil-rich Venezuela tc advance the money under its oil facility. 


On Tuesday ESSO and the Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica (PETROJAM), which 

is negotiating on behalf of the government, confirmed that there had been 
talks for several months over the future of the refinery following the expiry 
in May of the 18-year-old agreement under which the plant had operated here. 





Among the issues they were looking at, the companies said in a joint statement, 
was the possible government take-over of the refinery. The statement however 
stressed that discussions also focused on the refinery's commercial viability, 
the Jamaica foreign exchange concerns and the need to maintain petroleum sup- 
plies to the country. [passage omitted] 


Industry sources said that the PCJ, a state company, had in a technical re- 
port, concluded that it would be most economically feasible to close the oil 


refinery here and import all refined products. 


But the government does not think it politically wise to take the course. 


CSO: 3025/1146 
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COUNTRY SECTION 
MONTSERRAT 


BRIEFS 


UN DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE VISITS--Plymouth, Montserrat, 24 Aug (CANA)--A 
mission from the United Nations Decolonisation Committee (UNDC) is in Mont- 
serrat to get information on the British Colony and to find out what aspir- 
ations people have concerning the island's future constitutional status. 
Montserrat is the only British Colony which is a member state of the 12 
Territory Caribbean Community (CARICOM). A Government Information Service 
(GIS) statement said the visit is intended "to enhance the capacity of the 
United Nations to assist the people of Montserrat in the attainment of goals 
set forth in the declaration in the granting of independence to colonial 
countries and the charter of the United Nations." Over the next four days the 
mission, headed by Pierre Yere, will meet with government and private sector 
officials, trade unions and church officials as well as businessmen. The 
group will also tour industrial projects and areas selected for tourism and 
agricultural development. [Text] [FL242315 Bridgetown CANA in English 2203 
GMT 24 Aug 82] 


CSO: 3025/1140 

















COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS BLAMES OPPOSITION PARTY FOR BUILDING FIRE 
FLO21645 Bridgetown CANA in English 1445 GMT 2 Sep 82 
[By Bertran Gilfillan] 


[Text] Basseterre, St Kitts, 2 Sep (CANA)--St Kitts-Nevis Premier Dr Kennedy 
Simmonds says the Opposition Labour Party here was behind the fire which 
yesterday razed the historic 18th century Basseterre building complex housing 
the supreme court, judges' chambers, the registry and public library. 


In a radio and television broadcast last night, hours after police said the 
fire was the work of arsonists, Simmonds declared "without fear of contradic- 
tion, I lay it squarely at the feet of those purveyors of mischief who parade 
around this country inciting people to violence." 


He went on: "We have today in this country a kind of political opposition 
which is conducted by the Labour Party of this country. They are bent on 
wanton destruction and causing disorder." 


The St Kitts-Nevis Labour Party, led by former Premier Lee Moore, has been 
conducting an islandwide campaign against the government's plans to seek in- 
dependence for the twin island British associated state by the summer of next 
year. 


The Labour Party is demanding elections before independence, but Premier 
Simmonds, who came to power in the February 1980 poll, has already said flatly 
that this will not happen. 


Premier Simmonds said last night the evidence was clean both from Labour Party 
meetings and statements in that party's paper the LABOUR SPOKESMAN, that sub- 
versive activities were being encouraged against his government. 


But he warned that those "who would cause disorder in this country are walking 
on a tight rope and if they slip either one way or the other, they [will] 
fall." 


He said every legal process will be used to ensure that property, life and 
limb will be safe in this country. 
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The premier continued: "Justice is not a building. Life is not a building, 
fair play is not a building. These are all ideas and ideals." 


He announced that alternative accommodation was being arranged for the sitting 
of the appeal court due later this month and also for the criminal assizes. 
Dr Simmonds said his government will ensure that justice is dispersed. 


Meanwhile Sir Neville Peterkin, president of the West Indies Associated States 
Appeal Court, has cabled a message to the St Kitts-Nevis Government, expressing 


his distress about the incident. 


CSO: 3025/1140 














COUNTRY SECTION 
ST KITTS-NEVIS 


PREMIER SIMMONDS HOLDS TALKS IN TRINIDAD 
FL201545 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 13 Aug 82 p l 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, Thursday (CANA)--St Kitts-Nevis is aiming to 
achieve independence from Britain by the summer of 1983, Premier Kennedy 
Simmonds told a news conference here today, 


Dr Simmonds spent today in talks with top Trinidad and Tobago Government of- 
ficials, including Prime Minister George Chambers, on requests for financial 
assistance. 


The St Kitts-Nevis premier noted that his government had on 26 July tabled in 
parliament and circulated for public comment, a white-paper on independence. 
He said criticisms so far had been constructive. 


The Labour Opposition in Basseterre, is opposed to independence without a fresh 
general election, and has published a green-paper setting out its own thoughis 
on the subject and urging separate nationhood for the two islands. 


But Dr Simmonds, who came to power in the 1980 poll, said emphatically that 
there will be no elections before the two self-governing British islands 
break their last constitutional links with London. Elections, Dr Simmonds 
said, were not due in St Kitts-Nevis before 1985. 


On the regional scene, Dr Simmonds felt there was need to improve public 
awareness about the positive values of the 12-Nation Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM). 


There should be more emphasis on the joint efforts that exist among the ter- 
ritories, so that the people could really appreciate that CARICOM is a mean- 
ingful organisation,” Dr Simmonds said. At the moment there was too much 
emphasis on the negative aspects, he stated. 


He agreed, there was need to insert, as Barbadian Prime Minister Tom Adams has 
suggested, a human rights clause in the CARICOM treaty. 


When the treaty was drafted 10 years ago, the question of human rights was 
taken for granted, he said, but "now it would be useful for all of us in the 
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"region to reaffirm our commitment to human rights," the St Kitts-Nevis 
premier said. 


Dr Simmonds said too that the whole question of security in the region "needs 
serious consideration," and should be on the agenda for the proposed CARICOM 
summit meeting in Jamaica in October. 


He said a proposal by islands in the leeward group to set up a common coast 
guard service to protect their fishing grounds and offshore economic zones had 
come unstuck because of financial problems. 

Britain, which carried out a feasibility study into a similar project for the 
windward islands and Barbados, was doing a similar job for the leewards and 
this study was still going on, Dr Simmonds said. 


"But we are having difficulties with the financing," he added. 


Premier Simmonds said part of the reason for his visit to Trinidad and Tobago 
was to get acquainted with Prime Minister Chambers whom he had not met before. 


It was also to discuss with the Trinidad and Tobago Government areas of cooper- 
ation between the two states. Dr Simmonds presented a package of aid proposals 
to the government here. 


cso: 3025/1140 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


BRYANT CHARGED WITH INCITEMENT TO VIOLENCE 
FL062100 Bridgetown CANA in English 1858 GMT 6 Sep 82 
[By Betram Gilfillan] 


[Excerpt] Basseterre, St Kitts, 6 Sep (CANA)--Former St Kitts-Nevis Attorney 
General and Education Minister Fitzroy Bryant, was today granted 10,000 
dollars (1 EC dollar; 37 cents U.S.) bail with two sureties when he appeared 
in a Basseterre magistrate's court to answer a charge of incitement to vio- 
lence. 


Mr Bryant, the chairman of the opposition St Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla Labour 
Party, was also told by Magistrate John Lynch Wade during the 25-minute hear- 
ing that he would have to turn in all his travel documents to the authorities. 


The former parliamentarian, who lost his seat in the February 1980 general 
election, was arrested by police Saturday afternoon, minutes before a public 
rally organised by his party began. He remained in police custody from then 
until this morning, 


Director of Public Prosecutions Albert Redhead, told the court that the only 
objection he had against bail for the accused was that "the offence is likely 
to be repeated.'' He also said the charge carried a maximum penalty of two 
years imprisonment. 


The charge against Bryant arises out of statement he is alleged to have made 
at a public meeting two Sundays ago. Police Commissioner Stan Franks said 
Bryant had told the crowd they should converge on the office of Premier Dr 
Kennedy Simmonds and throw him out. 


He is also alleged to have said that general elections were not the only way 
to change a government. The case will be heard on Friday. 


Leading defence counsel, opposition leader Lee Moore, who is political leader 
of the Labour Party, argued that his client was entitled to bail because the 
offence for which he was charged fell under the category of a misdemeanour 
and the state's constitution had made provision for bail in such cases. 
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Last night, the state-run television station "ZIZ" reported that Police 
Commissioner Franks had stated his intention to present a formal objection 
to bail for the accused, but he arrived in court about 20 minutes late. 


Before Magistrate Wade made his ruling, attorney-at-law Terrance Byron, who 
is the government's press and public relations officer, said he wanted to 
address the court as amicus curiae (a friend of the court). 


But defence counsel Moore and his team, including former Governor Sir Probyn 
Innis loudly objected, with Moore declaring that it seemed Mr Byron wanted 
to turn the court into a political forum. 


The magistrate then ruled against Byron addressing the court under Section 64 
of the St Kitts-Nevis Constitution which states that "in the exercise of the 


functions vested in him...the director of public prosecutions shall not be 
subjected to the direction or control of any other person or authority. 


CSO: 3025/1148 
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COUNTRY SECTION | ST LUCIA 


GOVERNMENT TO BORROW LOCALLY TO SETTLE DEBTS 
FL201915 Bridgetown CANA in English 1815 GMT 20 Aug 82 
[By Guy Ellis] 


[Excerpts] Castries, St Lucia, 20 Aug (CANA)--St Lucia's three-month-old 
government, which says it needs 15 million dollars (one EC dollar; 37 cents 
U.S.) to settle a mountain of outstanding bills, has secured parliamentary 
approval for plans to borrow up to eight million dollars locally. 


Prime Minister John Compton, who successfully piloted the motion through the 
house said the borrowings would be by means of fluctuating overdrafts. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


The prime minister again repeated warnings of the sorry state of the St Lucia 
economy. [passage omitted] 


"We are already on the road to bankruptcy. Unless we pull ourselves in the 
receivership of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)." [passage omitted] 


Compton revealed that there was an amount of 4.4 million dollars which the 
last government had overdrawn from the IMF in compensatory financing after 
Hurricane Allen in August 1980. 


The IMF, he said, had indicated that there were three options open to St 
Lucia: repay the overdrawn amount immediately together with 800,000 dollars 
in interest, default on the payment or take an IMF programme "and put the of- 
ficers of the fund in control of our treasury and economy." 


He referred to the consequences for countries which had come under IMF control, 
and added: "We cannot accept this." 


It was because of this situation, he said, that his government had invited 
the private sector and trade unions here to discuss the country's economic 
problems and the consequences. 


Referring to the rejection by some of the unions of the government's proposal 


for wage restraint, Compton warned that unless the economy was refloated and 
related “there will be nothing to pay anybody." [passage omitted] 


32 














Compton said it was a combination of natural and man-made disasters and ex- 
ternal factors that had virtually brought St Lucia to its knees. "Trying to 
make political capital out of the situation will not help the situation," he 
declared. 


He noted that the government could seek a higher overdraft with the local 
commercial banks, but said this would not solve the country's problems. The 
solution was to bring government expenditure within more reasonable limits. 


Compton expected that government revenues would increase by about 53 million 
dollars during this fiscal year, yet it was not able to meet its conmit- 
ments. 


He said: "The money is not going to capital expenditure or public invest- 
ment. It is not going to the building of schools or water supplies or elec- 
tricity. It is being gobbled up by recurrent expenditure and this is the 
area we have to bring under control as a number of countries are now seeking 
to do. The answer is not more borrowing." 


CSO: 3025/1140 














COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


EAST CARIBBEAN STATES SEEK COMMON FRONT 
FL261820 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 24 Aug 82 p 3 


(Text] Castries, St Lucia, 21 Aug (CANA)--The year-old organisation of East 
Caribbean States (OECS) is to mount a mission to hold discussions with gov- 
ernments of member states in order to try to harmonise their views for the 
adoption of a common front in the international arena, OECS director general 
St Lucian Dr Vaughn Lewis said here. 


Dr Lewis, who assumed duties last month as the first head of the seven-island 
sub-regional grouping, said in an interview with the VOICE newspaper here that 
the OECS board of directors had already been holding important discussions on 
issues relating to the region's economic and political development. 


The OECS was established in July last year, replacing the West Indies As- 
sociated States (WISA) council of ministers which had grouped Antigua, 
Dominica, Grenada, St Vincent and Montserrat since 1968, 

Dr Lewis said that the directors would be putting forward proposals about 


the reorganization of the OECS to the next meeting of the heads of govern- 
ment. Approval for a new budget would also be sought at that meeting. 


CSO: 3025/1140 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


UPM LEADER RESIGNS--Kingstown, St Vincent, 1 Sep (CANA)--Former University of 
West Indies (UWI) lecturer Dr Ralph Gonsalves has resigned as political leader 
and executive member of his leftist United People's Movement (UPM), party 
secretary Renwick Rose has confirmed here. Mr Rose declined to give reasons 
for Dr Gonsalves’ resignation. He said the former lecturer in political 
science at the Cave Hill Campus of the UWI in Barbados, still remained a 
member of the UPM. [Excerpt] [|FLO21515 Bridgetown CANA in English 2309 GMT 
1 Sep 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


BRIEFS 


VENEZUELAN, GRENADAN HOME CONSTRUCTION--Paramaribo, Suriname, 24 Aug (CANA)-- 
Oil rich Venezuela, as part of a programme of assistance to its Caribbean 
neighbours, is giving Grenada a gift of 200 prefabricated houses built in 
Suriname, it has been announced here. The houses, valued at three million 
(U.S.) dollars, are being provided under an agreement the Caracas Government 
signed with the Suriname Timber Company--Bruynzeel--earlier this year. Under 
the deal, the timber company was to provide the South American country with 
500 houses in the first instance, of which 300 have already been shipped. The 
Venezuelan Government however instructed the company to send the remaining 200 
to Grenada, Bruynzeel also announced that Venezuela was considering extending 
this assistance to St Lucia and Dominica and there was a possibility that an 
agreement to facilitate this move would soon be signed, [Text] [FL241109 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1030 GMT 24 Aug 82] 


COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH BELGIUM--Paramaribo, Suriname, 24 Aug (CANA)-- 
Belgium is to assist Suriname in technical education, agricultural development, 
and in the training of local firemen, The government information service made 
the announcement following a recent visit here by Mr Jan Vandenbuicke, the 
director of a free technical institute in Belgium. The visit of the Belgian 
official came about as a result of the technical cooperation agreement signed 
between the two countries last year. He said there was a possibility that 
Belgian technical personnel would be sent to Suriname around the end of 
October, to ease the acute shortage of skilled persons in technical fields 
here. He also envisaged a cooperation project between the two countries in 
the field of the training for technical teachers. [Text] [FL241900 Bridge- 
town CANA in English 1105 GMT 24 Aug 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DECLINE IN OIL EARNINGS RECORDED IN 1ST QUARTER 
FL202357 Bridgetown CANA in English 2330 GMT 20 Aug 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 20 Aug (CANA)--Trinidad and Tobago, its oil 
earnings declining, recorded a 1982 first quarter trade deficit of more than 
200 million dollars (one TT dollar; 41 cents U.S.), compared with a half bil- 
lion dollar surplus for the corresponding period last year, preliminary gov- 
ernment statistics here indicated. 


For the first three months of this year imports totalled 2,100 million dollars, 
exports stood at 1,882 million dollars, creating an adverse trade balance of 
218 million dollars. 


The 1981 first quarter surplus amounted to 507 million dollars, with imports 
of 1,663 million and exports of 2,170 million dollars, 


In this year's first quarter, exports of fuels, lubricants and related mater- 
ials fell by 286 million dollars, and food and live animals by 34 million dol- 
lars over the 1981 performance. Exports of chemicals, however, rose by 20 
million dollars, and manufactured goods by seven million dollars, 


The petroleum sector accounted for 91.2 percent of Trinidad and Tobago's total 
exports for the January to March period--the equivalent of 1,715 million 


dollars. 


Petroleum also accounted for a large proportion of imports--33.9 percent in 
the first quarter of 1982, or 712 million dollars. 


Trinidad and Tobago ended the first three months of this year with a whopping 
56 million dollar trade surplus with its Caribbean Community (CARICOM) partners. 


Imports from CARICOM totalled 66 million dollars while exports amounted to 122 
million dollars. 


CSO: 3025/1140 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


RASTAFARIANS INVADE TOWN, EVICT RESIDENTS 
PA050327 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0029 GMT 5 Sep 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, 4 Sep (EFE)--A group of followers of the Rastafarian 
religious sect, armed and naked, has taken over the coastal town of Cachipa, 
Trinidad and Tobago, because the local inhabitants refused to shed their 
clothes. 


The invaders belong to a religious sect originating in Jamaica but which is 
now fairly widespread on the other islands of the area, They urge the return 
of the Caribbean blacks to Africa, home of their ancestors, and distinguish 
themselves by smoking marijuana during their rites and wearing their kinky 
hair in long locks. 


The group of invaders organized themselves in Port-of-Spain and moved to 
Cachipa 5 years ago. They were then threatened with jail terms if they in- 
sisted on going naked in the streets. 


Led by a woman who calls herself "Mother Earth,'' they now have control of the 
place. 


The group's members refuse to speak to anyone wearing clothes and used their 
weapons to force the town's 300 inhabitants to flee because they did not 
agree to undress and accept the norms of the Rastafarian lifestyle. 


The 50 men, women and children, who have the names of fruits and vegetables, 
sleep in the trees of Cachipa, which is accessible only by small boat, while 


the former inhabitants have moved to Matelot, the closest neighboring town, 
which is 24 km away. 


CSO: 3025/1147 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRITISH FINANCIER WARNS ABOUT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
FLO72249 Bridgetown CANA in English 2030 GMT 7 Sep 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 7 Sep (CANA)--Chief executive officer of the 
Inte -aational Merchant Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, Mr Patrick Allan, has 
said that while the world economic situation has finally reached this oil- 
rich Caribbean country, disastrous consequences are not inevitable if the 
gathering storm clouds are heeded. 


The British financial specialist.said that he was encouraged "by recent gov- 
ernment hints of the need for economic belt tightening," acknowledging that 
such an exercise must obviously be government-led. 


"It was good, therefore to see the prime minister--one could say courage- 
ously--taking the opportunity in his independence day message to the nation, 
not to reflect warmly on 20 years of progress, but rather to set the scene 
for what he indicated would be incisive economic measures which will follow 
the task forces impending report," he said. 


Mr Allan, who has had extensive experience in internationalfinance, added: 
"The fact is that daily life here has so far appeared with serious budget 
problems”...are two countries, highly industrialized, with strong agriculture 
and significant oil reserves." 


Yet, he said, despite these strengths, they are having to take often unpopular 
decisions to ensure their economies weather the world storm. 


"The storm has reached us. It is not a hurricane, disastrous consequences 
are not inevitable, but great long-term damage wili result if we do not heed 
the gathering storms," he said. 


Trinidad and Tobago recorded a first quarter trade deficit of more than 200 
million dollars this year. 


Mr Allan stressed that it was essential for Trinidad and Tobago to take im- 
mediate steps that were needed to counteract the declining revenues at a time 
of global economic difficulties. 
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He conceded that government was looking for strong policies and noted: 
these, visibly supported by the community at large, can ensure the continu- 
ing economic viability of Trinidad and Tobago. 


"If that wholehearted support was not forthcoming, however, what we would be 
putting at risk would be the stability which has characterised this nation, 
(unlike so many of our neighbours) and which represents one of our most 
precious assets," Mr Allan said. 


He said: "If we can achieve a widespread improvement in that area, confi- 
dence that will give to industry, the investor, and indeed, the government, 
to look to expansion, could see 1982 being the start of a real improvement 
in our country." 


"Without such an improvement, particularly in a troubled world economy, we 
will see a real fall in our standard of living. Given such an improvement, 


if we accept the challenge of higher productivity--and the need for some 
belt-tightening for a while--we will succeed," he said. 


CSO: 3025/1147 END 
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